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Give none Offence , neither ts the Fews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the 
Church of God. 1 Cor. 10. 32. 
WV hoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my words, in this Adulterous and 
Sinfull Generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, when he 
cometh in the Glory of has Father, with the Holy Angels. S. Mark. 38. 
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TO THE 


Right Reverend Father in God, 


ROBERT, 


Lord Biſhop of 


GLOUCESTER. 


My LORD. 


- JTI1TTLE did Ithink, when T made theſe 
plain Sermons of Offences, that they 
would have made me, in any Place 

— mithin His Majeſties Dominions, ſo 
High an Offender, as the former of them hath, 
in your City. But whether the Offence that is. 
ſo ſtrangely expreſſed, and without Preſident 
(of which way of doing it, I thank. the Obſerva- 
tor heartily, for being the firſt Publiſher) be Of- 
fence given or merely taken, IT leave it to your 
Lordſhip to judge, when you have given your ſelf 
the trouble of reading it over, together with the 
Second part on the ſame Subje. And it is the 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
onely favour, I have: now wbep of your Lordſhip, 
that you would give your ſelf this little trouble, 
T wiſh your Lordſhip had been -preſent - at the 
Hearing of theſe Sermons, which if you had, you 
had heard every ſyllable of what I took the Free- 
doms to deliver in your Abſence, 

IT doubt not, your Lordſhip hath had as Odi- 
ous Repreſentations made of the Sermon that oc- 
caſioned the AF of Cornmon Council, as I per- 
ceive were ſent to the Obſervator : And, nodouby, 
anowhit better Charafter of the ſecond had been 
given you (for I am ſure it deſerves no better ) 
had not thoſe that were offended,obliged themſelves 
to be out of the Hearing of it, bythat ſudden Af of 
theirs, the very next day after the firſt was preach d. 
I ſolemnly profeſs to your Lordſhip, that this whole 


| Diſcourſe is neither better nor worſe inPrint, than 


it was in the Preaching ; Each part of it being 
publiſhed, withoat the leaſt Addition, Diminuti- 
or, or. Alteration, of any thing. So that by this 
awft fair Play, the Act-Makers have all the Ad- 
vantage imaginable given them,of going a much 
more Terrible way to work withme, if any thing 
either Seditious or Fattious be to be found in ei- 
ther of theſe Sermons. And I aſſure your Lord- 
thip, there ts as mach ſuch Stuff in theſe, as in 


any 1 ever preached, either in Glouceſter, or elſe. 


where 


where #n my whole Life. And therefore, if your 
Lordſhip hell fina'me gu w_ of any fach irs 
7 need mot put you tn amind that you can doe -no 


leſs, than procure to the COUNT ENANCER 
of SEDITON and FACTION, or ( whichisthe 
fame thing, without raneng the -matter, liketh 
modeff Gondemen ) 20 the Scilitious and Factious 
Preacher, the evereſt Puni t that either the 
Laws or the Canons can inflift upon ſo high an 
Offender : That ſo arORTHODOX and TOTAL 
Perſon may fill bis Stall in the-Quire, and take 
his turns inthe Pulptt for the time to come: And 
the Tmocent 'City may-be ſaved Harmleſs fromthe 
Penalty now impoſed upon them, of hiring ſuch a 
Preacher. I am in great earneſt, My Lord, for 
Thad a thouſand timesrather fall into.a Biſhop $ 
hands, than into the hands of any New. Com- 
mittee of Tryers. 

T am ſorry for the trauble that my Procebitg 


at Glouceſter hath occaſioned to your Lordſhip, 


but I ſhould have been more *ſorry to have pre- 
vented it, by Dawbing with untempered Mor- 
ter, and being Meal-mouth'd, and partial ( for 
fear of diſpleaſing a very few, though never ſo 
powerfull) in expoſing of that, which we are all 
obliged to take all opportunities to expoſe. Ma- 
ny,T am ſure, will bear me witneſs, that imparti- 


ality * 
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ality is one of the worſt faults, I have ever been 
guilty of, in any of the Sermons that have made 
Men angry ; but, by the grace of God, this fault 
T will never mend : And all that know your 
Lordſhip will eaſily believe, that you ll never like 
me one jot the worſe for t. Some of the other ſort of 
People in London,T hear took ſuchOffence at the 
ſame Sermon, as to declare they would never 
hear me more. And this Fate of being Cenſured 
and Reproached by the bad or weak of all Par- 
ties, thoſe muſt make full account of undergoing, 
who are reſolved to doe the Work of their great 
Maſter with all Faithfulneſs. And this, by God's 
help, is my ſincere Reſolution, whatſoever it cofts 
. me; and in the doing of my duty, to have always 
in my Eye that advice of the Apoſtle, Whatſo- 
ever you doe, doe it heartily, as to the Lord 
and not as to men; knowing thatof the Lord 
you ſhall receive the Reward: of the inheri- 
tance ; for you ſerve the Lord Chriſt. TI hope 
you will pardon this Freedom to, 


My. LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's Obedient 


and Humble Servant, 


Edw. Fowler. 


(1) 


A 


DISCOURSE 


OF 


Offences, &Cc. 


MATTH. 18. 7. 


Woe unto the World becauſe of Offences , for Fs 
muſt needs be that Offences come ; but woe to 
that man by whom the Offence cometh. 


N 


Firſt , Aſſerting the impoſſibility of the not Coming 
of Offences, or the Vnavoidatleneſs of them. And 
Secondly , Pronouncing Woes upon the account of 
them. He aſlerts the 2/navoidableneſs of them, in theſe 
words, 1t muſt needs be that Offences come. The Woes 
he pronounceth upon the account of them are two, 
Firſt, Againſt the World, or men in general : Woe un- 
to the World becauſe of Offences. 
'Secondly, Againſt -thoſe partcular perſons who = 
| B E 


O T to trouble you with any thing of Preface, 
we have our Saviour in theſe Words, 


wn: A Diſcourſe of Offences. 
- the Cauſes of Offences : But woe to that man by whom the 


Offence cometh. 
In the handling of this Text, I will endeavour to ſhew 


T. What we are to underſtand here by Offences. 

IT. From whence the Ynevoidableneſs of them doth ariſe. 

NI. That Offences are of woefull conſequence, both to men 
in general, and to thoſe particular perſons by whom they 
come. | 


TI. We will endeavour to ſhew what we are to underſtand 
by Offences in this place. It is in the Greek, 0a? md wous 
em 3 oxgydsror* Woe to the world becauſe of Scandals. 
Now the Grammarzians tell us that this word Sxgrdzacv 
comes from Suu, to Halt, or to be Lame + And its 
proper ſignification is a Trap, or Snare ; and by a Meta- 
phor is uſed in the New Teſtament to ſignifie whatſoe- 
ver adminiſtrethan occaſion of falling into {, or is a 
temptation thereunto. In Rom, 14. I 3. wejrwpus, a Stums 
Bling-block, and $xg-d420 are put together, to expreſs the 
ſame thing : Fudge this rather, that no man put ne;owpus, 
a ſtumbling-block, 3oggyduxov, or an occaſion to fabl, as it is 
tranſlated, i» his Brother's way. And 1 Pet.- 2. 8. 
AiSG axyrzoped] &, and mwrep cxavdunu, a ſtone of ſtumbling, 
and rock of offence, or ſcandal, are alſo two phraſes of the 
ſame ſignification. And accordingly szar/zailer ſignifies 
to make ones Brother to offend, or to au into fin, 1 Cor; 8. 
13. And whereas in the verſe following our Text , 
oxardznite is tranſlated offend ; if thine hand or foot of- 
fend thee cut them off ; by offending is to be underſtood, 
being an «navoidable occaſion of Oftending, | 
Now an Offence or Scandal is commonly diſtinguiſhed 
into Datum & Acceptum, Given and Taken. An Offence 
given is, when ſuch things are faid or done as have a a- 
tural tendency to the drawing of men into fin. 6, Ot- 
ENCE 
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' fence taken, or taken and not given, is, when words or 
ations that are wel intended, and in themſelves either 
good or lawful, are ſo conſtrued as to be made an occaſi- 
on of ſinning, And in this acceptation of the word Of- 
fence, the Velt ations that ever were done may acciden- 
tally become Offences, or Scandals ; and the mer that 
have ever lived may happen to be Offenders, or Scanda- 
lizers, Our Saviour himſelf (as appears from the now 
cited Text) was one from whom Offence came, and that 
mighty Offence too ; He there being ſaid; to be made a 
ſtone of ſtumbling, and rock of Offence, even to them which 
Stumble at the word. And this was predifted concerning 
him by Old Simeon, Luk. 2. 34. This Child u ſet for the 
fall, and riſing again of many in Iſrael : As for the riſing 
of many , ſo for the fa of many ; but not Jo ſet for 
their faZ, as for their rifing ; for he was defignedly ſet 
for the riſing of many, but he accidentally became an 
occaſion of the fa of many, through the offence they 
cauſcleſly took at him, upon ſeveral accounts. 

Now 4oth theſe ſorts of Offences , viz. thoſe given 
and thoſe onely taken, are to be underſtood in this fay- 
ing in the Text, Woe to the world becauſe of Offences ; 
and in this too, for it muſt needs be that Offences come. 
| But that Offence onely which is given, Scandalum datum, 
is to be underſtood in the /aſt words , but woe to that 
man by whom the Offence cometh. For no woe can juſtly 
be pronounced againſt him from whom an Offence co- 
meth, upon the account thereof, if he be but a mere 
accidental cauſe of the Offence ; and it be wholly the 
fault of the Offended that Offence is taken at him : 
which, as we taid, was the caſe of our Bleſſed Lord him- 
fel And indeed no one that ever appeared in the ._ 
world 'was ever ſo great an accidental cauſe of Peoples 
being offended, as He was. | 
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II. I proceed to ſhew, from whence the Unavoidable- 
neſs of Offences doth ariſe. Our Text faith, that i# muſt 
needs be that Offences come, drd:yzn 33 Tar inven T3 oxgrdrne, 
there u a neceſſity of the _ of Offences. And St. Luke 
Chap. 17. 1. doth thus expreſs this Paſſage, 1*is impoſſible 
But that Offences will come. So that there is no prevent- 
ing them, as unhappy things as in both theſe places we 
underſtand they are, by the Woes pronounced on the 
account of them. | | 

But we are now to enquire, from whence the unavoi- 
dableneſs of them, the neceſſity of their coming, the im» 
poſſibility of their not coming doth proceed. 

And to this IT anſwer, that it proceeds from theſe two 
cauſes conjunctly. 


I. From the World's being fo full of Folly and Wick- 
edneſs, as it is; and every part thereof. 

2, From God's determination: for great ends not to 
" prevent by his Omnipotency the natural effets of theſe: 


rt. From the world's being ſo full of Folly and Wick- 
edneſs, as it is ; and a/ parts of it. I need not go about 
to convince you, that the Generality of men in all pla- 
ces are far from being Wiſe; are Raſh, Heady and In- 
conſiderative ; ated by Prejudice and blind Paſſions : 
And that the number of thoſe who are calmly and ſe- 
dately conſiderative, in their own aCtings, and in paſſing 
judgment upon the actions of others, is exceeding ſmall. 
And conſequently, moſt men mult needs be extremely 
prone to give Offence, and no leſs liable to the taking of 
Offence, when Offence is given, and when allo it is 
not given. 

Nor need I go about to convince you, that all pla- 
ces abound with Wickedneſs as well as Folly. The 
whole world, faith St. John, lieth in wickedneſs. 1 Ep. 5. 

V. Ig, 
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A Diſcourſe of Offences, n 
v.19, Soit was in his tim&”andHÞo it hath done, ever 
ſince the firſt Apoſtaſie, to owr times. Moſes gives a 
lamentable account of the Depravedneſs of the O14 
World ; which provoked God Almighty to overflow it 
with a Deluge of Waters ; Gen. 6. 5. There he faith that 
God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great upon the 
Earth, and that every imagination, and the thoughts of his 
heart, were onely evil continually. And St. Paul gives a 
like fad account of the New World , both Gentile and 
Jewiſh, Rom. 3. from the 9th verſe. He there ſetteth 
forth the General fearfull depravation, both of the Ger- 
tiles and Fews, as if it were Z/niverſal, And1I need not 
tell you that, though the buſineſs of Chriſt's coming 
into the world, was to deſtroy the works of the Devil ; 
and to Redeem us from all iniquity , yet his Grace s re- 
ceived in vain, and turned alſo into wantonneſs, by the 
generality of thole that profeſs faith in him. So that 
the Jews could not more vie with the Genzzles in wick- 
edneſs, than the Chriſtzans may vie with both Fews and 
Gentiles. And, to our great grief and ſhame be it ſpo- 
ken, this may too truly be aftirmed, of thoſe that paſs 
under the name of Proteſtant and Reformed, as well-as 
of Popiſþ Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. And although all 
Ages have not been alike wicked, nor all Countries in 
any Age, yet the far greater part of all Societies of men 
in all Ages have hitherto greatly corrupted their ways. 
And, which is never ſufficiently to be laid to heart, this 
Preſent Age is in divers reſpets more debauched than 
many, if not than af, the foregoing : And thu Nation is 
more ſo, than it hath been known to be in former 
times; notwithſtanding the bleſſed means of Grace we 
have enjoyed, above moſt other People in the World ; 
and notwithſtanding too the very heavy judgments , 
which have come for fourty years paſt ſo thick up- 


On us. 


Now 
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Now then, conſidering the great wickedneſs of the 
world, and how full all places are of wicked men, # 
muſt needs be that Offences come : And tis impoſſible bur 
that very many in all Ages and Places will be Scandali- 
zed, and fall into Sin, by the means of them. It is im- 
poſſible bur all places muſt be full of Stumbling-blocks, 
and 'tis impoſhible too but that many will tall over 
them , and break their Necks ; as will be ſhewn anon. 
We add hereunto that, 

'2. It muſt needs be that Offences come , becauſe God 
Almighty hath , for great Ends, determined , not to 
prevent theſe natural effects of Folly and Wickedneſs ; 
not to interpoſe by his Omnipotency in hindring the 
folly and wickedneſs, which are in mens hearts , from 
being the cauſes of Offences. Upon which account we 
reade in the Propheſfie of Ezekiel, Chap. 3. 20. of God's 
laying a Stumbling-block before him that turns from his 
righteouſneſs and committeth iniquity. And it is an idiom 
of the Hebrew Language, which we find often in the 
Holy Scriptures, to expreſs that as done by another , 
which is onely permitted to be done. To give but oze 
inſtance of this, Ged is faid in ore place, to move David 
to number the People, whereas tis faid in another, that 
Satan moved David hereunto ; ſo that the meaning of 
God's doing it, muſt be that he permitted Satan, for 
great and wiſe reaſons, to doe it. Now, 

i. One Reaſon wherefore God hath determined not 
to hinder the folly and wickedneſs of men from being 
the cauſes of Offences, is the fame that is given, why 
there muſt ke Zerefies, or why he will permit Hereſies 
to be. The Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. 11.19. There muſt be alſo 
Hereſies -among you , that they which are approved, may 
be made manifeſt among you. Even ſo, there muſt be Offen- 
ces and Scandals, that there may be a manifeſt diffe- 
rence and diſcrimination made, between the fincere and 


the 
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the z»/ncere Profeſſors of Religion : For this reaſon hath 
God determined not to reſtriin fooffſh or wicked men, 
from the laying of Stumbling-blocks. The cauſe of this 
Neceility is far from being his immutable Decree , that 
men ſhall doe fooliſh or wicked things, and fo cauſe Scan- 
dals; God forbid we ſhould entertain ſo impious a thought: 
But the cauſe thereof is the folly and wickedneſs of men, 
occaſioned by the abuſe of their Liberty, and God's deter- 
mining not to prevent their cauſing Scandals ; his de- 
terminating th for great reaſons : One of which, I fay, 
is, that by them a Tryal may be made , who are Up- 
right-hearted , and who Hypocritical , in the Pro- 
felſion of Religion. Who have the Power of Godlinels , 
and who the External Form onely. That a difterence 
may be made, between thoſe Wiſe Builders, who have 
founded their houſes upon a Rock, and thoſe Fooliſh 
ones, who have built them upon the Sand : Between 
thoſe who have embraced Religion, for its ows fake, and 
thoſe who have embraced it for the fake of their Tem- 
poral intereft ; and are engaged in the ways thereof , 
from corrupt Motivesand carnal Principles. 

Thus did God Almighty permit Falſe Prophets to 
work wonders by the Power of the Devil, to draw the 
People to Idolatry, in order to.the making of zh diſcri- 
mination ; as may be ſeen Deut. 13. I, 2, 3. 1f there a- 
riſe among you a Prophet, or .a Dreamer of dreams, and 
giveth thee a Sign or a Wonder, and the Sign or the Won- 
der come to paſs, whereof he ſpake unto thee, ſaying, Let 
us go after other Gods, which thou haſt not known, and let 
us ſerve them : Thou ſhalt not hearken unto the woice of 
that Prophet, or that Dreamer of dreams : For the Lord 
your God proveth you, to know whether you love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your ſoul. That 
is, the Lord your God permitteth this ſtone of ſtumbling 


to be laid in your way , that it may be as it were, a 
; Touch- 
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Touch-ſtone, for the Tryal of your love to him ; that a 
diſcrimination may, be hereby made, between thoſe who 
fincerely love him, and thoſe who only pretend to love him. 

For the ſame reaſon likewiſe, did not God reſtrain Fe- 
roboam, Ahab, or the other wicked Kings, Who made 

Iſrael to fin, from laying before their People the great 
Offences and Scandals of the Golden Calves, &c. and 
temptations to Idolatry by their Precepts and Examples : 
And by this means , an apparent ditierence was actually 
made, between thoſe who were onely Jews outwardly , 
and thoſe who were Jews zmwardly, By this means were 
thoſe ſeven thouſand, who hated Idolatry, diſtinguiſhed 
from the reſt of the People. 7 have, faith God by the 
Prophet, reſerved unto me ſeven thouſand, who have not 
bowed the knee to Baal. | | 

2. Another Reaſon, why God hath determined the 
not reſtraining of men from giving Offence, or being the 
Cauſes of Scandals, is, that by them the Obdurate may, 
in his juſt judgment, be more' hardned. For inſtance, 
He permitted $imor Magus and his Followers, to be 
the Authors of ſuch mighty Scandals , for ths reaſon ; 
as we reade 1 ZTheſſ. 2.11, For this cauſe God. ſhall ſend 
them ſtrong delufions (or thall permit them to be ſent) 
that they may believe a lie (or that the hypocritical Pro- 
feſlors of Chriſtianity may believe a lie) that they all 
might be damned , who believed not the truth , but had 
pleaſure ia unrighteouſneſs. 

\ And we may be allured, that for both the Reaſons 
now given, God harh permitted the Roman ZZierarchy 
to bring ſo horrible a Scandal upon the Chriſtian Religi- 
on , for ſo many Ages -paſt ; by debauching it with 
ſuch corrupt and damnable Principles and Practi- 
CCS, UIZ. 6 

1. To make a diflerence between the Sincere Chriſti- 
ans, and Hypocrites ; which, I need not tell you, hath 


by 
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by this means been made, in innumerable inſtances : 
Many thouſands having choſen the loſs of a#, and even 
the moſt Cruel deaths, rather than to embrace thoſe 
Principles, and comply with thoſe Practices ; and ra- 
ther than not to Proteſt againſt both. And, 

2. In his juſt judgment to harden ſ#ch more in their 
wickedneſs, as tarn the grace of God into laſciviouſneſs. 
For 'tis well known, nothing is better known than, that 
the whole Syſteme of Popery is fo contrived, as to re- 
concile light with darkneſs, the thickeſt darkneſs with the 
moſt g/orzous light ; groſs /dolatry of ſeveral kinds (ſuch 
Idolatry as that grotſer is not to be. found among the 
Pagans) unfatiable CovetouſneſSand Ambition, and mon- 
ſtrous Cruelty, with true Chriſtzanity ; and a careleſs and 
diſfolute life in this world, with the hopes of Happineſs 
in the other. 

And for both theſe reaſons hath God, we may be 
ſure, permitted alſo fearfull Offences and Scandals to 
come by Proteſtants ; by thoſe who make a Profeſſion 
of this our holy Religion (of true and genuine Chriſtia- 
nity, purged from all Popiſh mixtures) which unto all 
ſincere and pious Proteſtants, are matter of moſt bitter 
Lamentation : Particularly the DrunkenneſSs, Uncleanneſs 
and Profaneneſs of Multitudes that proteſs the Refor- 
med Religion, and the Scandal of Rebelion and 7rea- 
ſonable Conſpiracies , that ſome of them have incurred 
the _ of ; and that in this Kingdome , now very 
lately. 

Though all good Proteſtants do bleſs God heartily, 
for the Diſcovery of ſuch Confpiracies, and for the De- 
feating of open Reſiſtences of the Higher Powers, and 
ſecret Plots againſt them ; yet tis a heart-breaking Con- 
ſideration to ſuch , that there ſhould be ſuch Anti- 
chriſtian doings found among us; by which a woefull 
Blot is caſt upon our Religion, = particularly by os 

a 
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Laſt wicked Conſpiracy of ſome Mad Deſperate People, 
who call themſelves Proteſtants. | 
Now, I fay, for both the forementioned reaſons, we 
may be aſſured God Almighty hath permitted ſuch fear- 
full Offences and Scandals, to come by profefled Pro- 

teſtants, Viz. | 
rt. To make a diſcrimination between thoſe who are 
well Grounded in our Religion;-and thoſe that are not 
ſo. Thoſe who are well Grounded in our Religion, and 
embrace it like Wiſe and Underſtanding men, viz. be- 
cauſe of the excellency of its Principles, will not be 
tempted to think one jot the worſe of it, in regard of 
theſe Offences. Such will conſider that if theſe can make 
a reaſonable objettion againſt the truth of the Proteſtant 
Religion, the ſame objection lies every whit as ſtrong , 
againſt the truth of Chriſtianity : For even in the Firſt 
and Pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, there were as wicked 
ple found among the Profeltors of it , and men that 
did as wicked things, as ever were before or ſince to be 
found in the World. Such will conſider too , that the 
Proteſtant Religion is no more to be charged with Re- 
bellions, or any other Licentious Principles, than is 
Chriſtianity : For this Religion is nothing elſe but Pure 
and Uncorrupted Chriſtianity. Nay they will conſider, 
that Rebellion and Treaſon, and whatſoever hath any 
tendency that way, and all kinds of immorality whatſoe- 
ver, are exprelly forbidden by our Religion, under pain 
of Damnation. 'They being ſo forbidden , as by the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, and the'Do@trine of all the Re- 
formed Churches, ſo eſpecially by the Dodtrine of the 
Church of England , as by Law eſtabliſhed , derived 
from the Goſpel. And therefore theſe Offences are no 
objetion to Underſtanding and well Grounded Prote- 
ſtants, againſt the truth of their Religion ; whilſt 
thoſe that have embraced it onely becauſe it is = Re- 
igion 
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ligion of their C , or onfuch like weak and ſleight 
Grounds, do often find 26s Objeftion too ſtrong tor 
them ; and it frequently occaſions thezr Apoſtaſie. And 
then eſpecially are fuch in danger of Apoſtatizing, by 
means of this Scandal of 7reaſons and Rebellions parti- 
cularly (as often as theſe fins are found among Prote- 
ſtants) when the Adverſaries of our Religion do aſlault 
them with the Sophiſtical Argument drawn from this 
Scandal, with all the Advantage of their Sophiſtry. 

O4j. But you may fay , If the Popiſh "Treafons and 
Conſpiracies are uſed by us, as an Argument againſt 
that Religion ; why ſhould not the Papi/ts make uſe of 
the Treaſons and Conſpiracies of Proteſtants, as an Ar- 
gument againſt oxr Religion 2 This ſeems to be Fair 
Play. 

$ol I anſwer, that Popiſh Treaſons and Confſpiracies 
may mot be uſed by us, as an Argument againſt the 
Popiſh Religion (nor are "e- ſo uſed by any wiſe man, 
that I know of) becauſe, for the reaſon already given, 
this is a falacious Argument. But oxr Argument againſt 
them is, that their Treaſons and Confpiracies are ſuitable 
and agreeable to the allowed Principles of Popery ; 
provided at leaſt, that they be levelled againſt Heretical 
Princes. Andif thoſe committed among ws can be ſhew- 
ed to be ſuited to the Proteſtant Principles, and by 
them encouraged, then will not I, for my part, ever 
more open my mouth for the Proteſtant Religion. But 
this can never be ſhewed, but the perfely contrary who 
cannot ſhew 2 And as for rhe Principles thar ſome Pro- 
teſtants have imbibed, they are not Proteſtants in imbi- 
bing them, nay they are Papiſts in ſo doing : For tis 
very well known, they at leaſt Orzgznally received 
them from their Books: Particularly from the Buoks 
(as I can ſhew) of theſe Jeſuits, Suarez, Leſſius, Mari- 
ana, Father Parſons, with divers others. 

QC 3 Again 
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in Secondly, God alſo permits theſe grievous Of- 
MY: \- po come 44; Proteſtants (as for the nr g the 
forementioned diſcrimination between Proteſtants and 
Proteſtants, ſo) for the farther hardening, in his juſt 
judgment , of wicked people : For the farther harden- 
ing of irreligious people againſt a# Religion, and of 
obſtinate Papiſts againſt our Religion. In Rom. 2. 21, 
22, &c. the Apoſtle faith, Thou that teacheſt another , 
teacheſt thou not thy ſelf ? thou that preacheſs a man 
ſhould not ſteal, doſt thou ſteal 2 thou that ſayeſt a man 
ſhould not commit Adultery, doſt thou commit Adultery ? 
thou that abhorreſt Idols, doſt thou commit Sacrilege ? 
thou that makeſt thy boaſt of the Law, through breaking the 
Law, diſhonoureſt thou God 2 then it follows, For the 
name of God is blaſphemed among the Gentiles, through you. 
' To keep to the inſtances of Rebe/ion and Treaſon , the 
Papiſts, when they ſee ſuch doings among Proteſtants, 
(willingly overlooking the innumerable inſtances of 
this nature which themſelves are ſo infamous for through- 
out the world: And ſeeming not to know what Princt- 
ples they have to encourage them in ſuch PraQtices ) 
they immediately cry out , Theſe are your Proteſtants , 
and this is their Religion ; *tis good for nothing but to make 
men Rebels and Traytors. Princes can have no ſecurity 
from theſe Proteſtants. And they urge the ſame Argu- 
ment for the utter deſtruttion of the Proteſtant Religion, 
that was uſed by Bi/hlam, and his Company, to King 
Artaxerxes , againſt the Rebuilding of Jeruſalem, viz. 
This City is a Rebellious City, and hurtfull unto Kings and 
Provinces. -And, no doubt of it, our Adverſfaries will not 
be wanting in improving ths Argument to the utmoſt, 
at this time : Though there are no fort of men in the 
world, but might with a better face doe it. And fo, 
by this means, they more harden themſelves ( if they 
can be more hardened) in their Enmity to our Religion, 
and 
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and more harden others. And, as I faid, for this reaſon, 
no doubt, God permitteth in his juſt judgment , his 
ſort of Offences, as well as others, to come by Prote- 
ſtants. I mean ſtill, by Profeſſors of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion ; for the Authors of ſfach Offences cannot be 
more than in Profeſſion Proteſtants : Nay, conſidered as 
guilty of ſuch Offences, they are truly Papiſts ; ſo far 
forth they deſerve that name. | 

I may apply to this diſcourſe, thoſe words of our Sa- 
viour, Fohn 9. 39. For judgment am I come into this world, 
that they which ſee not, might ſee, and that they which 
ſee might be made blind. That thoſe which fit in dark- 
neſs, may have the light; and that thoſe who have the 
light, but wilfully ſhut their eyes againſt it ( as one 
would think thoſe Papiſts do who live among us ) and 
will not be convinced by the ſtrongeſt and moſt power- 
full- Arguments, may be made blind. And Offences, or 
Scandals, are great inſtruments in the hand of the Di- 
vine Juſtice, for this purpoſe. 


IIT. I come to ſhew that Offences are of woeful conſe- 
quence. We learn from our Text, that they are ſo to 
the world, or to men in general; Woe unto the world be- 
cauſe of Offences : And likewiſe, to thoſe particular per- 
ſons, by whom they come ; but woe to that man by whom the 
Offence cometh. Now, 


Firſt, As to their being of woefull conſequence to the 
world, or to the generality of men. It hath been intima- 
ted already, that fuch is the Folly and Wickednefs of the 
Generality, that when theſe Snares are laid before 
them, they occaſion their fa//ing into Sin; and alſo Mul- 
titudes 1n all places are mightily hardened in ſin, by the 
means of them. 


1. They 
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x. They occaſion their faling into fin, to the great 
endangering of their Souls ; and, as we ſee very ordina- 
rily, to the ruining of themſelves and their Families, as 
to all the concerns of this world. Wicked men are the 
moſt Pernicijous inſtruments, the Devil can make uſe of, 
in the carrying on his great work, of drawing men into 
Sin, and, by that means, into Miſery both here and 
hereafter, both temporal and eternal. As they are of 
their Father the Devil, ſo his works they doe, as our Lord 
faid of the Phariſees ; they doe this work which is moſt 
properly and peculiarly the work of the Devil, with 
ſtrange ſucceſs. And then do offences prove the moſt 
fatal ſtumbling-blocks, when thoſe by whom they come 
are men in circumſtances to work forceably upon the 
hopes and fears of others : Or when they are ſuch as 
have laid great O#/igations on thoſe whom they tempt to 
evil. To be under a great Obligation to a wicked man 
i5 a mighty Snare. The Principle of Ingenuity, as ex- 
| cellent a Principle as it is, doth too frequently, in this 
circumſtance, prove infinitely miſchievous. A great 
BenefaQor is with the greateſt difficulty in the world de- 
nied any thing he will demand, by a good natured man; . 
by a man that hath much of Gratitude in his temper , 
and-a quick ſenſe of kindneſſes: And this man offers 
_ great violence to himſelf, whenſoever he refuſeth to doe 
that which his Benefactor putteth him upon, or which 
he knoweth will pleaſe him. 

Again then are Offexces very fatal ſtumbling-blocks , 
when thoſe by wlwom they come , are in great repute 
for Wiſdom, Men are apt to give up themlielves to be 
led blindfold by thoſe whom they take to be mighty 
Wiſe. * But of more force are thoſe Offences to draw men 
into Sin, which come by Sly Aypocrites, who have 
deceived people into a wand opinion of their God- 
lincſs Now by tuch means, and upon fuch _— as 

| theſe 
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theſe (to which may be added divers others). we find 
by woefull experience, that but few comparatively , 
when the Snares of Offences are laid before them, are ſo 
happy as to eſcape the danger of them. | 

2, Multitudes alſo in all places are grievouſly Hard- 
ned in fin, by the means of Offences ; as when they 
come by great Profeſſors of Religion eſpecially. Tgno- 
rant people, and fuch as have little kindneſs for Religion, 
be they never ſo tzowing, are too apt to conclude trom 
thence, that either Religion is a mere Cheat, and hath 
nothing of reality in it ; or, if it hath, that it may ad- 
mit of certain evil prattices, in order. to certain good 
ends : Or that the miſcarriages they behold in thoſe Re- 
ligious men, are ſuch as a man may be guilty of, and 
yet be truly Religious : and that they are but the Spots 
of God's Children : All which Concluſions, though they 
be not errors of a like hainous nature, yet are of much a 
like dangerous conſequence. And though it cannot but be 
obſerved, that there are many noted Profeſſors of Reli- 
gion that live Extraordinarily good lives ; yet men that 
have no mind to be good, and that encourage themſelves, 
as much as they can, to live wickedly , will not inferr 
from hence, that theſe do excell/the Scandalous Profeſlors 
in real Goodneſs, but rathgy in Slyneff. They will 

wade themſelves, to cdnclude nothing more from 

ce, than that theſe have a better y at hiding 
their ſins from the Eye of the World, And they hope 
that many of theſe in due time, may make their vicious 
inclinations as publick as others have done. And thus, 
I fay, are wicked men rendered more Ohdurate, are more 
bardned in their fins, by the means of Offences; and by 
- the Offences eſpecially of thoſe who have been noted Pro- 
feſſors of Religion. The horrible Offence that David was 
guilty of, in thoſe two fearfull Sins, cauſed (as Nathan 
told him) the Enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme; and ſo 


greatly 
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greatly hardned them in their Irreligion. For which 
reaſon , though David was ſo forgiven upon his true 
Repentance, as not to ke puniſhed for them in the World 


to come, yet he paid moſt dearly for them in this 
World. 


Secondly, T now come to the Woefull Conſequence that 
Offences are of to thoſe Particular perſons by whom they 
come. But woe to the man by whom the Offence cometh. 

That the caſe of ſuch is moſt deplorable, will be ſeen 
by what our Saviour faith, immediately before the 
words of my Text, viz. But whoſo ſhall offend one of theſe 
little ones that believe in me, it were better for him that 
a Millſtone were hanged about his neck , and that he were 
drowned in the depth of the Sea, And St. Mark relateth 
the fame words, Chap. 9. 42. and ſo doth St. Luke too, 
Chap. 17. 2. that the greater regard may be given unto 
them. And zhis is the meaning of theſe words : He that 
ſhall ether by words, or deeds, diſcourage the very meane/t 
of Chriſt's Diſciples, from holding on in his Chriſtian 
Practice ; ſhall cauſe him to fall into Sin; it will be 
better for him to have a great heavy weight hanged a- 
bout his neck, and to be therewith caſt into the Sea ; 
whereby he will be hurried to the bottom of it, and ne- 
ver ſuffered to riſe again. What an Emphatical expreſ- 
ſion is this, of the moſt weefull ſtate, which that Perſon 
15 in by whoſe means Offexces, or Scandals, come! And 
mark, the Condition of that man is declared to be thus 
dreadfull, who hath cauſed to offend any oxe , and that 
of the meane/t and weakeſt of thoſe that believe in Chriſt, 
How unexpreſlibly ſad and diſmal ther, ſhall his Punith- 
ment be, who 1n this ſenſe hath Offended many! I mean 
upon ſuppoſition, he prevents it not, by timely Repen- 
tance and Reformation, 


And 
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And what reaſon have thoſe of us, who are in a Pub- 
lick Station, whether Magiſtrates or Miniſters, to con- 
ſider this well, and lay it to heart, and to have an Ex- 
traordinary care of our lives | For our Example will have 
a much larger influence on others, than the Example of 
Private Perſons: And if by any Evil Practice or Advice, 
we cauſe any to offend, weare like to cauſe mayy to offend. 
And, conſequently, how extremely miſerable muſt «ur 
Condition then neceſſarily be in the World to come! 

I will conclude the Doctrinal part with thoſe words, 
Deut. 27. 18. Curſed be he that maketh the blind to wax- 
der out of the way (or that ſhall put a ſtumbling-block be- 
fore the blind, contrary to the Law of God. Lev. 19. 14.) 
and all the people ſhall ſay Amen. 


I now come to make Application of what hath been 
diſcourſed, and our Application ſhall be ths. 

How Infinitely are we all concerned, as we would 
not have the Wee pronounced againſt thoſe by whom Of- 
fences come, for our Portion, to look to it that we be not 
found of that number ! And if at preſent any of us are , 
to Repent immediately, to bewail in the bitterneſs of 
our Spirits our having cauſed Offences, and to doe all 
that lies in our power, for the time to come, not onely 
to give no Offence in any thing (according to St. Paul's ad- 
vice 2 Cor. 6. 3.) butalſo to Repair the injury we have 
done to Religion, .and to the Souls of men, by whatſoe- 
ver Offences we have occaſioned. And that we may 
ſo.doe, it will be neceſſary to conſider the Several Ways 
whereby Offence may be taken, that ſo we may avoid 
it in thoſe inſtances: And if we are Conſcious to our 
ſelves of having been guilty in any of them, we may 
Repent and Reform for the Future. * 


D I. One. 
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Frere begins the ſecond Sermon. ? 


T. One way of Offending is the Drawing of our Bre- 
thren into Erroneous Opinions. I mean ſuch as have an ill 
influence upon mens Lives and Natures. I don't mean 
ſuch as are merely »ot true; for, there being divers 
points relating to Religion ſo diſputable, as that no man 
cancertainly tell, whether he be not miſtaken in them : 
if I ſhould make him guilty of this ſin of Offending, who 
happens to lead his Brother into any falſe Notion, I 
ſhould be forced to aſlert, that a man may be guilty of 
giving Offence, and not be able to know he is ſo. But it 
15 not to be imagined, that a Sin which hath fo great a 
Woe attending it as ths in the Text, can poſlibly be a 
Sin of Unavoidable infirmity, or invincible Ignorance. 
So that I fay, by Erroneous Opinions I mean, ſuch as 
are apt in their own nature to lead men into Sin; to 
make men irreligious, or to encourage to any particular 
Sin, or to the neglect of any neceſſary Duty. And all 
ſuch we are certain are erroneous, and contrary to the 


- true ſenſe and meaning of God's word, becauſe they 


have ſuch a tendency. I will give a few inſtances of 
ſuch falſe and corrupt Principles, viz. That God is the 
Author of Sin, That he not onely foreknows all the fins of 
men but hath alſo decreed them: Which in other words 
is the ſame with the former. That all mens Fates are de- 
termined abſolutely : that is, without reſpect to their fu- 
ture obedience or diſobedience. That *tis lawful to doe 
evil that good may come. That Good works are not neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation. That the Covenant of Grace is Uncon- 
ditional. That Religion is a mere paſſrve thing ; not our 
work at all, but wholly God's in us. That mere Aitrition 
(or Sorrow for fin for fear of Hell ) s able to bring a 
Sinner to juſtification, if accompanied with the Sacrament 


of 
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f Penance. Which is a DoQtrine plainly 
elivered in the Council of Trent. Sefſ. 4- Cap. & 

All theſe, to which I might add abundance more of 
like nature, wherewith mens minds have been corrup- 
ted, do manifeſtly encourage to a careleſs, looſe and ir- 
rel;gious Life. 

And to theſe I might add inſtances of ſuch Principles 
as encourage $o certain particular Sins , of Commiliion 
and Omiſlion. In the number of which are all thoſe 
Popiſh ones, that lead to 1dolatry of divers kinds ; that 
encourage Rebellion, and Treaſonable prattices , - with 
which /atter too many corrupt and ſpurious Proteſtants 
have declared themſelves to be infected, to the great 
ſcandal of our holy Religion ; as hath already been ob- 
ſerved. Who, while they profeſs to ab- 4 
| horr Popery, have been found to be the orion omen - 
genuine Off-ſpring of the Jeſuzte. 

Of this Rank are alſo thoſe DoQtrines, both Popiſh 
and Fanatical, that tend to make men Fierce and Bitter, 
Proud and Selfiſh ; that deſtroy Charity, and ſpoil mens 
tempers. | 

Now thoſe that propagate any ſuch Principles, as ei- 
ther direfly, or by manifeſt and plain conſequence, tend 
to make the Embracers of them irreligious, or that en- 
courage to any particular ins, are great Offenders of their 
Brethren : Nor are there any greater deſtroyers of Souls 
than Corrupters and Debauchers of mens Znder/tand- 
ings ; nor any ſo great. The Apoſtle St. Paul charged 
Timothy to beware of being found in the number of zheſe, 
2 Ep. 2. ch. 15, 16, 17. Study to ſhew thy ſelf approved 
unto God , a Workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. But ſhun prophane 
and vain bablings (the wretched Doftrines of Seducers ) 
for they will encreaſe unto more ungodlineſs (or greatly 
encourage wickedneſs.) And their words will eat as doth a 
D z Canker, 
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Canker, of whom is Hymeneus and Philetus, who concerm> 
ing the truth have erred, ſaying, that the Reſurretion is 
paſt already ; and overthrow the faith of ſome. And who- 
ſoever they be, that are guilty of this kind of Offences ;- 
thatare guilty of cauſing men to fi» by corrupting their 
judgments, may (till they become true Penitents) look 
upon themſelvesas-greatly concerned in thoſe words of 
our Saviour, Matt. 5. 19. Whoſoever ſhaſi break one of 
theſe lenft Commandments , and ſhall teach men. ſo- ( ſhall 
teach men to evacuate and deſtroy the force of any one * 
Commandment of the Moral Law ) he ſhall be called the 
leaſt in the Kingdom of Fleaven. Or, as Dr. Hammond 
interprets it, Ze ſha/l be thought unworthy of having his 
name written, in the Catalogue of Chriſtians here, or of 
Saznts hereafter. 
But before I conclude the Argument I am now upon, 
I think my ſelf obliged to add, that I would not for a 
World, have had a hand in poſſeſſing mens minds with 
thoſe Principles, which have adminittred. to our Lamen- 
table and moſt Unchriſtian D#vi/oxs; and, while they 
are entertained, will make all endeavours for the Heal- 
ing of them ineffectual : viz. ſuch as theſe, That Natio- 
nal Chnarches are no Churches of Chrift. That the Govern- 
ment of the Church by Biſhops is Antichriſtian. That Li- 
turgies, or Set Forms of Prayer, are. a Stinting of the Spi- 
rit ; and therefore 'tis unlawful to join in them. That 
nothing is to be done in the Worſhip of God, but 
what ts. exprefly commanded. That indifferent things , 
when. they come once to be Commanded, become finfull ; and 
the Commanding of them is a violation. of our - Chriſtian 
Liberty. That Infant Baptiſm is-no Baptiſm ; and con- 
ſequently thoſe that have no other, are no Church Members ; 
and therefore not to be Communicated withall, That #t is. 
Lawfull and a Duty to Separate from a Church, upon the 
account of Promiſcuous Congregations, and Mixt. Commus 
Mions, 


———_— 
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ions, That there is no ſuch tie between Miniſters and 
their People, but that the People may caſt them off, when- 
ſoever they think they can Edifie more by any other : And 
are obliged to betake themſelves to thoſe by whom they 
think they can moſt Edifie. That an inward Call (that is, 
a ſtrong impulſe of Phancy ) is a ſufficient warrant to any 
man, to be a Publique Preacher. 1 fay I, would not for a 
World, have had a hand in the Propagating of theſe, and 
many the like Notions, which of /ate years have ſtrange- 
ly prevailed among us : For, as they have no warrant 
or Countenance from Scripture; ſo have they been woe- 
fully miſchievous to the Church of God', and to: this 
our Church. They are good for nothing, but to cauſe 
Schiſms and Factions ; but to deſtroy all good Order, 
and bring in Confuſion ; as we too well know by fad 
Experience. And by this means, they have done our 
Common Adverſary mighty Service, and the Souls of 
men infinite prejudice. And I earneſtly deſire, that 
thoſe who are, or have been, promoters of ſuch Princi- 
ples, may be before it be too late —_— greats 
ly they are involved in the guilt of Offending, or ma- 
king people to Offend : Of making them ſtrangely Cen- 
forious and Vncharitable, mighty Unmanageable and Un- 
governable, extremely Conceited, Vain and Wanton, and 
moſt Z»fixed and Ynſettled : Innumerable of thoſe who 
have entertained ſuch Principles, having been known to 
run from one Sedt to another, till they have at laſt ſet- 
tled in Quakeriſm, or turned mere Scepticks, or caſt 
off al Religion : Have been ?ofſed. to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of dofttrine, by the ſleight of men; 

Fl of thoſe, that lie in-wait to de- 

CezVe, 
I pray take notice that what I have now ſaid, hath 
not proceeded from the leaſt pique at Perſoxs, but from 
pure good-will to thoſe who are herein concerned :. From 


hearty 
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hearty love and charity to their Souls, and a ſolicitous 
concern for the intereſt of our Reon, and the welfare 
of the Publique. And having ſolemnly declared thw, 
I hopeT ſhall not need to uſe St. Pau/'s Expoſtulation, Ame 
T therefore become your Enemy , becauſe I tell you the 
truth 2 


I. Another way of Offending , or making people to 
Offend, is inticing them to Sin by wicked Advice and 


\ Solicitations ; which is. an horribly bad way indeed : 


But, as bad as it is, it is very common. Particularly, as 
to __—_—_ Drinking, how common is it grown in 
this moſt diffolute Age, not onely to intice, but even to 
force men to this Sin ! notwithſtanding the woe that is 
pronounced againſt him who gzveth his Neighbour drink , 
and putteth his Bottle to him, and maketh him drunk, &c. 
Hah. 2. 15. And thereis a fine device of Good-Fellows, 
to force down Drink C7villy and Gentily, namely, that 
of multiplying Healths ; which not to pledge, or to re- 
fuſe to pledge them in fu# Glaſſes, and thoſe /arge ones 
too; isto be mighty Rude, and at J/eaſt deſerves a Chal- 
lenge. But I will trouble my ſelf no longer with theſe 
wicked men, than while I conjure you to fly their Com- 
pany, and all their Haunts, as you would do the Dens 
of the moſt Salvage Beaſts. 

I might add, to this fin of inticing to Drunukenneſs, 
that of inticing to Pncleanneſs, and ſeveral other ſorts of 
Wickedneſs, not much /e/S Common : Particularly (to 
name no more) to Plots and Conſpiracies againſt the 
King and his Government ; which, of late years, to our 
Amazement have been practiſed , by more among us, 
than have been known to adventure upon fo feartull a 
fin, in ſome whole Ages heretofore. 

Now theſe Tempters of others to Wickedneſs, are 
Daring Sinners indeed, Who, as the Apoſtle faith , 

| Rom. 1. 
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Rom. 1. 32. knowing the judgment of God, that they which 
commit ſuch things are worthy of death, not onely doe the 


ſame, but have pleaſure in them that doe them : Which 


Pleaſure excites them to doe their utmoſt , to make 
others as wicked as themſelves. 

What name ſhall I give to theſe Sinners 2 They deſerve 
no better, than that of Devils in Humane Bodies. Theſe 
one would think, are aftraid of being damned with too 
little Company ; and they are not content to be dam- 
ned for their ow# ſins onely, but muſt have their Rec- 
koning inhaunced by the Sins of others, which they 
make their own. And therefore they ſeem not to be 
ſatisfied with the ſame damnation for kind, with that of 
the Devils, without the ſame damnation for degree too. 


HT. Another way of Offending, and laying Stumbling- 
blocks before others, is that of Afrighting or Diſcoura- 
ging others, from being Religious, or from the doing 
of their duty in particular inſtances. 

1. The higheſt Offence of this kind is that of Perſecu- 
tion, for Righteouſneſs ſake : Which is a great Offence and 
Scandal, to thoſe that are atually perſecuted, or in dan- 

er of Perſecution. And Perſecution for Wel-doing is 
uch a Stumbling-block as hath occaſioned the Falling 
away of Multitudes of Profeſſors of Religion. And 'tis a 
thouſand to one that he who is not well confirmed in his 
Religion, or, if he 4e, is not a Conſcientious Practicer 
of the duties thereof, will not ſtand his ground ; eſpect- 
ally when he meets with, or finds himſelt in danger of, 
the Sharpeſ? ſort of Perſecutions : When he meets with 
a Fiery Tryal or is in danger of it. See what our Lord 
faith of the Stony ground Hearers, Matt. 4. 17. Theſe are 
they which are ſown on ſtony ground, who when they have 
heard the word, immediately receive it with gladneſs ; and 
have no root in themſelves, and ſo endure but for a time : 
After- 
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Afterwards, when Aflition or Perſecution ariſeth for the 
word's ſake, immediately they are offended : or fall away. 
And the danger Chriſt's Diſciples are in, of falling- off 
from him, when they cannot adhere to him, but the 
muſt ſuffer Perſecution , is intimated in thoſe wor 
Matt. 11. 6. And bleſſed is he, whoſoever ſhall not be offen- 
ded in me. 

I need not tell you that the Church of Rome is horri- 
bly guilty -of this kind of Offence ; but ſo is not our own 
Church, God bethanked. Her terms of Communion be- 
ing none of them ſuch , as contradict any Law of God ; 
as abundance ofthe Beſ# of people are verily perſuaded : 
And nut a few of our Divines, and other Learned men , 
have with great, and, I think, zrref/tible ſtrength de- 
monſtrated. 

2. Another Offence of this nature” is RR——_— the 
ways of Religion as very Rugged and Dyxfticult, and the 
duties thereof as over Harſh and Severe ; and at leaſt 
ext to impoſſible. Repreſenting the Yoke of Chriſt as 
an Yneafie Yoke ; and his Burthen as an i»tolerably hea- 
vy Burthen. 7h hath ordinarily been the Practice of 
Senſual People , of people who are wedded to their 
Luſts and Vile Aﬀections. And by this means, I fear , 
not a few poor Souls have been utterly ruined , who 
have given more credit to theſe Wretched People, than 
to their Saviour, or to thoſe Good men who aſſure 
them, that ſuch Repreſentations are moſt falſe and ux- 
worthy, from their own Experience, 

3. Another Offence under this Head is, that which 
was Charged by our Bleſſed Saviour upon the Phariſees, 
VIZ. Binding of Heavy Burthens; and Teaching for Doc- 
trines the Commandments of Men : Or, making a great 
number of Additions of their own to the Laws of God ; 
and impoſing them as xeceſſary to Salvation, And ſo ma- 
king Religion to be indeed a mighty burthenſome and un- 
eaſic thing, And 
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And. of ths Qffence the Church, of Rome is more no- 
toriouſſy guilty, than. were thoſe Phariſees. 

But I muſt again doe that right to.our ows Church, as 
to pronounce Her Guiltleſs, as to this Offence alſo : She 
having not madeany thing a Part of Religion, but what 
is plainly contained in the Holy Scriptures; nor enjoyn- 
ed any thing of her «w# as neceſſary to Salvation ; but - 
onely in order to the more Solemn Adminiſtration of 
Divine Worſhip, according to general Rules. laid down 
in Scripture : Which hath not determined, as all ſober 
men will grant, the particular circumſtances of Worſhip, 
but preſcribed Rules in general, whereby the Governours 
of Chak may determine them. 

4. Another Offence, under this. third Head, is Treat- 
ing of thoſe who have fallen into Errours of Judgment 
or Practice , with too great Zarſhnefs and. Severity. 1 
mean, continually inveighing againſt them, with migh- 
ty Heat and Fierceneſs; and: taking, all Opportunities to 
expoſe them, and to make them the Objects of Hatred, 
or of Contempt and Scorn, 

It is found by Experience, that 1s is fo. far from. be- 
ing the way, toconvince men of their Miſtakes, and to 
bring them to Repentance for their Miſcarriages, that it 
ſtops. their Ears againſt our Arguments, and fills them 
with Prejudice againſt our Admonitions ; and whatſo- 
ever endeavours we uſe , for the Reclaiming of them. 
We muſt firſt fatisfie Offenders that we are their Friends, 
before we can hope to work any good upon them. But 
this kind of Behaviour is never hke to convince them, 
that we love them. I am ſure hs is not to follow 
St. Paul's Admonition,. 2 7m. 2. 24, 25. The. Seruant of 
the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all men; apt 
to teach, patient : In meekneſs inſtrufting thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelues ; if God peraduenture will give them Repen- 
tance, to the acknowledging of the truth.. Dr. Hammond's 

E Para- 


26 A Diſcourſe of Offences. 

Paraphraſe upon theſe words, in meekneſs inſtruiting thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves, is this ; Dealing with thoſe who are 
of different Opinions from us, with great temper and calm- 
neſs, though in oppoſing us they oo the truth. Nor again, 
is this angry pallionate way of dealing with ſch. Perſons, 
to follow the counſel of the ſame Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 1. Bre- 
thren if any man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpi- 
ritual, reſtore ſuch a one in the Spirit of Meekneſs ; conſi- 
dering thy ſelf leſt thou alſo be tempted: Conſidering that 
thou art no leſs liable both to Errours of Judgment and 
Practice, than is thy Brother ; and art not kept by thine 
own ſtrength, from falling into hs Errours. 


— A Complaine brought tome And let me take this Oppor- 
cad: 4 phe een *1f/ turfity to mind you likewiſe, 
ned that which follows. that it is yet more Unchriſtian, to 

| be ſevere upon thoſe whom we 
perceive to be ſenſible of their having been in an Errour, 
and are returned or returning to their duty ; to be ſtill 
upbraiding theſe with what is paſt ; and to load them 
with heavy Cenſures, as if the change that is obferved in 
them hath proceeded, »ot from any good Principle, not 
from Conviction of judgment, but from the mere Fear 
of the laſh of the Law. - But how contrary are theſe 
Doings to that Charity, which the Apoſtle tells us, ZZo- 
peth all things, and Believeth all things; and makes the 
beſt Interpretations and Conſtructions! And this Beha- 
viour towards ſuch is mightily on and there- 
fore a great Offence, Scandal and Stumbling-block, both 
to them, and to thoſe who {till perſiſt in their Errours, 
The Former, by this means, are ſhrewdly tempted to 
repent of their change, and to go back again: And the 
Latter to take warning by their Uſage, and are in dan- 
ger of being made more Obſtinate , and confirmed in 
their reſolution to ſtand their ground, and to keep 
where they are. Now 
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Now I-intreat ſuch as are guilty of ths Offence to 
conlider, | 

1. That it is a great Raſhneſs, and a great Wickedneſs 
too, thus to judge of Peoples hearts, What is this but 
to aſſume to owr ſelves the peculiar Prerogative of God. 
Almighty 2 

2. Conſider that 'the Execution of the Laws may be 
the occafion of fallen perſons riſing again, and returning 
to their duty, and yet notwithſtanding they may ſo doe 
from the Conviction of their Judgments. That is, the 
Execution of the Laws may awaken thoſe to more ſerious 
and impartial conſideration, which by other means could 
not be brought to it ; and who can fay of ſuch as are 
now reduced, either who/y or in part, that this is not 
their cale ? | 

. If we could certainly know that ſ«ch or ſuch are 

uced by mere bye reſpects ; that no izward change is 
woo in them, but that they are onely become ex- 
ternally conformable ; yet ſuch a treating of them as [ 
am now blaming, would be a mighty fault for all that. 
For in due time theſe i»fncere Converts may become as 
fincerely afftefted towards our National Eſtabliſhment , 
as the beſt of our ſelves, if they. be but well dealt with : 
Bur if they find us an 2/7 zatured ſort of People, given to 
Upbraiding and Cenſuring, Gibing and Flouting, we ſhall 
tempt them, while a; oa with us, to reſolve 
never to be of us; and {till to hold up an Averſation to 
our Church, tor our ſakes. But this is no very comfor- 
table Conſtderation:; for 'tis not impoſlible that Falſe 
Friends may again become more miſchievous to our 
Church, than Profeſſed Enemies. And thw leads me to 
entreat youto Conſider, 

4. That an unkind treating of thoſe who zow come 
over to our Communion, is a plain demonſtration, thats. 
we have as little true love for our Church, as we m_ 

| E 2 | or 
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for the Souls of thoſe we thus diſcourage. You ſhall 
not find an Zearty Papiſt, Ill warrant you, beſtowing, 
an wnpleaſing word, or a four look, upon any that go over 
from us to thezr Church ; but he immediately embra- 
ceth them with both his Arms, and bids them Wellcome: 
Nor, ſurely, can any fincere Lovers of our Church and 
Religion, be ſomuch miſtaken in their true mtereſt, as 
to diſcourage any from Returning, that have Departed 
from our Communion, or from Continuing therein, that 
are __—_—— NG | 

Laſtly, To give theſe diſcouragements, is to an 
Effectual Aﬀeont upon our ya; For he ther 
doe fo, do as good as plamly tell the World, that they 
look upon their Deſign in the Execution of the Laws, 
to be mere Revenge, and not the Reformation of Offen- 
ders. Or if they would be thought not to have ſuch a 
baſe opinion of their Governours, they muſt acknow- 
ledge that they doe what they can, to render their true 
Delign therein Unſucceſsfull. But i know not- which 
of theſe is the greater Afront to them. And therefore 
T hope, that all who hear me this day , will carefully 
avoid this very ſcandalous pra&tice of ſome People; as 
they would approve themſelves Good Charchmen, and 
Surf Loyal Subjects . and, much more, as they would 
approve themſelves Good Chriftians , who dread to fall 
under the Sad Woe pronounced in my Text, againſt 
thoſe by whom Offences come. 


TV. Another way of Offending is by an evil Example. 
This is the /zf 1 ſhall name , as wanting time to dif- 
courfe of divers others , with which I might prefent 
you. Evil Examples are extremely Scandalous and Of- 
fenfrve, by the means of the great inclination of Man- 
kind to mitation. "Tis a known faying, Flus docent 
Exempla quam Pracepta, The moſt powerfull way of tearh- 
| ing 
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ing us by Examples, and theſe fiquifie more than Precepts. 
There 15 no /mal/ force in good Examples , but mach 
greater in bad, by reaſon of the Univerſal depravation of 
Humane Nature. And fet a man Preſcribe to others ne 
ver ſo Excellent Rules of Life, if he himſelf be obſerved 
not to walk by thoſe Rules, he had &en as good hofd 
his peace, for any good he is like to doe. This man's 
Example is a Contutation of his Dedrine and Atvire ; 
and he ought to expect no other Reply to it but zhs, 
Car verba audio, cum fatla videam, What regard is to be 
had to thy Words, when they are ſo contradifted by thy 
Practice 2 And, above all, the bad Examples of Mags- 
ſtrates and Minifters, Parents and Maſters of Families, 
and rftrufters of Touth, and of People that are noted for 
Wiſdom, or for the Profeſſion of Religion ( as hath al- 
ready been ſhewed) have the moſt Malign and Fatal In- 
fluence. 

I will ſingle the bad Example of Parents out of all 
theſe. It is a pla caſe, that the Wickedneſs of the 
World 1s mofly owing to the Examples of Drankennefs , 
Swearing, Profanation of the Lord s day, and of a Care- 
ef a. Trreligious life , that are given by Parents to 
their Children. And 'tis very rare when Parents are 
Zad, but their Children take after them ; and imitate 
them eſpecially in thoſe Vices, which they obſerve them 
to be moſt addicted to. By which means, by that time 
they are grown up to years of Diſcretion, they are fo 
habituated to Sinning , that though they afterwards * 
ſhould be fo happy, as to light into the Families of-Pzious 

and /o want neither good Advice, nor Ex- 

amples, they are found to be generally Unreclaimable : 

And ſo , when theſe too come to have Children, their 

Example proves likewiſe as Pernicious to them ; and by 

this means Wickedneſs is ſtill Propagated and Encreaſed, 
from Generation to Generation. | 3 

ut 
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But let all ſuch Parents know that, ' as none are more 
concerned than themſelves, in the fearfull Woe. pronoun- 
ced in my Text, againſt thoſe &y whom Offences come, fo 
may they expect the bitter Cxr/es of their dear Children, 
ſooner or later in this World , but eſpecially in that to 
COME. 


This was the S- FT ſhall concludeall witha few words re- 
crament-49 1:ting to the Sacrament of the Lord s Supper. 
This being an Ordinance moſt plainly, and in moſt | ex- 
preſs terms, inſtituted by our Bleſſed Lord, it muſt needs 
be a great Offence and Scandal, in thoſe that Profeſs the 
Religion of our Saviour, to live in the cox/taxt neglect 
of it. And by the ſame reaſon that any man doeth zh, 
he may caſt off, with the mad Ravters, all other Ordi- ' 
nances. And I muſt add, that to come to the Lord's 
Table, but oxce or twice in a Tear, or very ſeldom, is a 
great Offence and Scandal too. And a man may every 
whit as well, but ſe/dom attend upon the other Ordinan- 
as omit, without apparent neceſſity, the Receiving 
of the Lord's Supper, whenſoever he is preſented with an 
Opportunity, and is invited thereunto. If Communicati 
be a Duty, Frequent Communicating is ſo too ; nd 
there is the /ame reaſon for doing it as often, as we/ we 
can, that there is why we ſhould doe it at a}. The 
Firſt Chriſtians were very ſez/ble of this, and therefore 
'twas their praftice to Receive the Holy Communion, 
whenſoever they met ro Worſhip God. And he that ſhall 
think that oxce in a Month is too often to perform this 
Duty, whenſoever he is perſwaded to doe it, I think it 
no breach of Charity to fay, he is far from being duly 
Qualified for it. An Aﬀecting Senſe of the Infinite 
Love of God in Chriſt, and Holy Reſolutions to Walk, 
by the aſſiſtance of his Grace, Worthy.of that Love, are 
xeceſſary Qualifications for this Ordinance : But how is 
| it 
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it poſſible, that he who hath zh Seyſe, and theſe Reſo- 
Intions, can think he can too often Expreſs this Senſe at 
the Lord's Table , or there get theſe Reſolutions more - 
and more Confirmed , where Grace is received for that 
r_—_ by all thoſe that ſeriouſly, and with a ſincere 
- Deſign, come unto it? Jad 

- But whereas there are thoſe very Honeſt People, who 
are neither wanting in good Reſolutions , nor in good 
Endeavours, that are diſcouraged from coming to the 
Lord's able, as often as they would ; becauſe they find, 
to their grief, their Thoughts much diſordered oftentimes, 
and ther Aﬀetions dull and heavy ; and their Power fat- 
ling mightily ſhort of their Will and Defires, I will leave 
with them what is faid to the Chriſtian that makes theſe 
Complaints, in the Meditation before the 
Sacrament, in the * Chriſtian Sacrifice, viz. ©  auguit: 
Be aſſured that Chriſt pitieth thee, that, 
notwithſtanding this , he will kindly entertain thee ; and 
receive the pooreſt Oblation thou art able to make him at his 
Table. Fat and be ſatisfied and Bleſs the name of the 
Lord. He hath invited thee, He expetts thee; 'He 
loves to ſee thee there ; and will make thee know that he 
loves thee, and delights to doe thee good. 


F, To >. 

Now the God of all Mercy give us all his Grace, ſo to 
demean our Selves in all our Relations, as that- no damage 
may accrue to the Souls of any, by our means ; nor any 
Diſhonour to our Holy Profeſſion : But that all that know 
us, may have cauſe to Bleſs God for us ; and we may A- 
dorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all things: 7s 
whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Flonour 


and Glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
"The 4 of theCommoen Council of Glouceſter, that neceſ(- 
fitated the Publication of this Diſcourſe, and was: made 
the very nextday after the Former part of it was Preach» 
ed (and which, for Subſtance, is rm publiſhed in the 
Obſervator, that came out on Wedneſday, Sept. 5. 1683. 
Numb. 398. ) runs thus, as I am LT aka 
(but I won't be bound to make true Grammar on't) 
Whereas Edward Fowler, Doctor of Divinity, and. one of 
the Prebends of the Cathedral Church of this City, hath 
been frequently taken notice-of, by the Mayor, Aldet 
Sheriffs ay4 Common Council of this City, in his Sermons 
here, to Countenance! Sedition and Faction, and to Preach 
thoſe things, which tend to the diſturbance of Well-affetted 
men of this City : It is therefore Ordered by this Houſe, 
That when, ſg often, as he Preacheth at the Cathedral 
Church. i» this City, that the Mayor and Aldermen and 
Common: Council of this. City, ſhall nor-go thither with 
the Smord in their Formalities ;, but ſhall go to ſame other 
Church in this City ; ta hear ſome Loyal Orthodox Di-- 


' vine, avd to be paid at the Charge of the City. 


' 'The Works of the Learned Dr. T/aac Barrow late Maſter of 
Trinity Colledge in Cambridge ; Publiſhed by the Reverend Dr. 
Tillotſon; Dean of Canterbury : in two Volumes in Folio. The 
Heſk contazning thirty two Sermons, preached-upon ſeveral Oc 
caſions, an Expoſition of the LordisPrayerand the Decalogue, a 
Learned Treatiſe. of the Popes. Supremacy,a-Diſcourſe. concer- 
ning.the Unity of the Church : With alphaberical Tables. Alſo 
ſome Arccount-of the Life of the Authour. Theſecand Volume 
containing Sermons and Expoſitions upon all the- Apoſtles 
Creed: with an Alphabetical Table; and to which may be ad- - 
ded the Lifeof the Authour. Printed for Brabazon Aylmer, at 
the three Pigeons againſt the Royal Exchange in Cornhill. 
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